
 

 

 

      

      
      



 
 

1 

Deliverable Factsheet  
 

 

Project Number: 2023-2-FR02-KA220-YOU-000174646 

Project Acronym: ArchTech 

Project Title: Empowering Youth to Rediscover Europe's Architectural Legacy 

 

Result:   R2.3 ς ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ aƻŘǳƭŜ оΥ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
youth workers in familiarizing their youth groups with data collection and 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƳέ 

 

Author(s): Valanto Constantinou, Citizens in Power (CIP) 

Approved by: [All partners] 

 

Abstract: Training Module 3 aims to equip youth workers with the tools and knowledge 
to guide young people in exploring and documenting heritage buildings, 
through the use of a digital data recording form and hands-on activities. This 
module empowers youth groups to actively connect with their cultural 
heritage while building valuable skills in observation, documentation, and 
digital literacy. 

 

Keyword list: 
 
 

Please cite as: 

  

 

 

Copyright: 

digital tools, heritage preservation, youth empowerment, urban planning, 
awareness campaigns, community building, social innovation, cultural heritage, 
capacity building, skill development 

/ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƛƴƻǳΦ ±Φόнлнрύ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ aƻŘǳƭŜ оΥ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
data to support youth workers in familiarizing their youth groups with data 
collection and documentation of heritage buildings using a digital data 
recording form. ArchTech Consortium. Accessible at  

 

Creative Commons ς Attribution 4.9 International - CC BY 4.0 

 

 

https://exhibit-project.com/


 
 

2 

Statement of originality  

This deliverable contains original, unpublished work except were indicated otherwise. 

Acknowledgement of previously published material and the work of others has been made 

through appropriate citation, quotation or both. 

 

Disclaimer 

 

Partnership  
 

Name Role Country 

LUDICIUS INTERACTIVE SARL Coordinator France 

C.I.P. CITIZENS IN POWER Partner Cyprus 

INNOVATION HIVE Partner Greece 

KLEMKA COLAB Partner Spain 

UNIVERSITA TA MALTA Partner Malta 

 

All Partner Logos  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture 
Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can 
be held responsible for them. Project Number: 2023-2-FR02-KA220-
YOU-000174646 



Module 3: How to record building related data using a digital data recording form.
   
 

 3 
  https://archtech-project.eu/ 

 

Table of Figures 
Figure 1: The infographic illustrates cultural heritage, divided into tangible (monuments, 

buildings, sites) and intangible (traditions, languages, rituals) aspects, based on UNESCO 

(2003). ........................................................................................................................................ 9 

Figure 2: This infographic challenges traditional heritage decision-making and proposes a 

shift: from top-down authority to youth-driven action, empowering those affectedτ

especially young peopleτto shape and protect their cultural heritage. ................................ 10 

Figure 3:An overview of UNESCO-inspired criteria for defining heritage buildings, 

highlighting cultural, architectural, historical, and social valuesτfrom creative genius and 

technical excellence to traditions, testimonies, and universal significance............................ 11 

Figure 4: This infographic identifies key threats to historic buildingsτranging from 

urbanization and neglect to climate change, poor funding, and youth non-involvementτ

underscoring the urgent need for protective action and inclusive engagement. ................... 12 

Figure 5: This infographic presents five key methods for documenting heritageτranging 

from laser scanning and drone imaging to GIS mapping, immersive technologies, and cloud 

platformsτhighlighting how digital tools safeguard cultural memory. ................................. 15 

Figure 6: Figure 6 The purpose of the digital recording form is to systematically capture, 

processs, and preserve information related to heritage buildings. ........................................ 16 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Module 3: How to record building related data using a digital data recording form.
   
 

 4 
  https://archtech-project.eu/ 

Contents 

Deliverable Factsheet ................................................................................................................ 1 

Partnership ............................................................................................................................. 2 

Table of Figures .......................................................................................................................... 3 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ............................................................................................................... 6 

CHAPTER 1: Module Overview ................................................................................................... 7 

CHAPTER 2: Learning Object ...................................................................................................... 8 

CHAPTER 3: Content .................................................................................................................. 9 

3.1 Understanding Cultural Heritage ..................................................................................... 9 

3.1.1 What is Cultural Heritage? ........................................................................................ 9 

3.1.2 Why is Cultural Heritage Important for Youth? ...................................................... 10 

3.2 Heritage Buildings: Preserving Architectural Legacy ............................................... 11 

.......................................................................................................................................... 11 

3.2.1 What Defines a Heritage Building? ......................................................................... 11 

3.2.2 Threats to Heritage Buildings ................................................................................. 12 

3.3 Documenting Heritage: Techniques and Digital Tools .................................................. 13 

3.3.1 Why is Documentation Important? ........................................................................ 13 

3.3.2 Modern Heritage Documentation Methods ........................................................... 15 

3.4 Introduction to the Digital Recording Form ................................................................... 16 

3.4.1 What is the Digital Recording Form? ...................................................................... 16 

3.4.2 Key Sections of the Digital Recording Form ............................................................ 17 

Summary and Review .......................................................................................................... 22 

CHAPTER 4: Activities and Exercises ........................................................................................ 23 

CHAPTER 5: Assessments ......................................................................................................... 30 

5.1: Knowledge-Based Assessments .................................................................................... 30 

5.1.1 Multiple-Choice Quiz .............................................................................................. 30 

Introduction to the Digital Recording Form ..................................................................... 32 

5.1.2 Short Answer Questions ......................................................................................... 33 

5.2: Practical Assignments ................................................................................................... 34 

5.2.1 Heritage Documentation Exercise .......................................................................... 34 

5.2.2  Role-Playing Exercise: Heritage Investigator ......................................................... 34 



Module 3: How to record building related data using a digital data recording form.
   
 

 5 
  https://archtech-project.eu/ 

5.3. Peer Review and Feedback ........................................................................................... 34 

5.3.1 Self-Reflection Exercise ........................................................................................... 34 

5.3.2 Scenario-Based Quiz ............................................................................................... 35 

CHAPTER 6: Resources and References ................................................................................... 36 

CHAPTER 7: Conclusion and Summary .................................................................................... 39 

 



Module 3: How to record building related data using a digital data recording form.
   
 

 6 
  https://archtech-project.eu/ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



Module 3: How to record building related data using a digital data recording form.
   
 

 7 
  https://archtech-project.eu/ 

CHAPTER 1: Module Overview 
 

The aim of this Module is to equip youth workers with the necessary knowledge, tools and 

skills to document heritage buildings, enabling them to engage their groups in recording 

heritage sites while promoting civic engagement and awareness. It teaches youth workers 

how to engage and guide their groups (ages 16-35) in collecting, organizing, and preserving 

valuable information about local architectural and cultural landmarks. The module 

highlights the importance of digital tools in gathering and managing data on heritage sites, 

as part of a broader initiative to promote cultural preservation and civic engagement τsuch 

as the Faro Convention (Council of Europe, 2020) and the European Year of Cultural Heritage 

(2018)τ introducing a digital recording form for their collection.  

The digital form aims to simplify and standardize the documentation process. By mastering 

this tool, youth workers will be able to help their groups contribute to creating a 

comprehensive record of heritage sites τthereby heightening their sense of responsibility 

and willingness to actively safeguard these sites. These records aim to support preservation 

efforts and foster community awareness, engagement, as well as a shared sense of 

belonging in safeguarding cultural heritage. In addition to this the youth workers will be 

equipped with the skills and knowledge on how they can effectively learn to document 

heritage buildings, further fuelling their commitment to the task. Overall, it emphasizes the 

role of digital tools in simplifying documentation and fostering a sense of responsibility 

among young people for cultural preservation. 
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CHAPTER 2: Learning Object 
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CHAPTER 3: Content 
 

This chapter explores the fundamentals of cultural heritage, including its tangible and 

intangible aspects, the role of youth in preservation, and the significance of heritage 

buildings. It discusses the various threats faced by heritage structures and introduces 

modern documentation techniques and digital tools. The objective is to provide participants 

with the knowledge and methods necessary for effectively documenting and protecting 

cultural landmarks, but also with the incentive to do so.  

3.1 Understanding Cultural Heritage 
 

3.1.1 What is Cultural Heritage? 
Cultural heritage includes artefacts, monuments, 

buildings, sites, museums that have a diversity of 

values including symbolic, historic, artistic, aesthetic, 

ethnological or anthropological, scientific and social 

significance (UNESCO, 2003). It includes tangible 

heritage (movable, immobile and underwater), 

intangible cultural heritage (ICH) embedded into 

cultural, and natural heritage artefacts, sites or 

monuments (UNESCO, 2003). The definition excludes 

ICH related to other cultural domains such as festivals, 

celebration etc. It covers industrial heritage and cave 

paintings (UNESCO, 2003). 

Tangible cultural heritage includes physical objects 

and structures such as monuments, buildings, and 

artifacts. These are classified into: 

1. Monuments: Architectural works, monumental 

sculptures and paintings, archaeological structures, 

inscriptions, and cave dwellings that possess value in 

terms of history, art, or science. 

2.Groups of buildings: Clusters of separate or 

connected buildings that, due to their architectural 

significance, uniformity, or integration within the 

landscape, hold Value from historical, artistic, or 

scientific perspectives. 

3.Sites: Areas that reflect human influence or the 

interaction between humans and nature, including 

Figure 1: The infographic illustrates cultural 
heritage, divided into tangible (monuments, 
buildings, sites) and intangible (traditions, 
languages, rituals) aspects, based on UNESCO 
(2003). 
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archaeological sites, which are valued for their historical, aesthetic, ethnological, or 

anthropological importance.  

Intangible cultural heritage includes traditions, languages, rituals, and practices that are 

ǇŀǎǎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ό¦b9{/hΣ 

2003). 

         

 

3.1.2 Why is Cultural Heritage Important for 

Youth? 

Debates surrounding heritage usually revolve around 

fundamental value issuesτwhat is worth preserving and 

who decides. These discussions frequently highlight the 

tension between institutionalized heritage recognition 

and the expertise deemed necessary to ascribe official 

value to historic sites (Madgin et al., 2016). 

Although heritage in theory is supposed to be accessible 

to all and held for the generations to follow, in reality 

access to heritage, particularly in decision-making and 

representation, is disproportionate (Madgin et al., 2016). 

Some are left out, not because they are not interested, 

but due to institutional designs that do not necessarily 

make space for their opinion and interests (Madgin et al., 

2016). 

Young people are among the excluded groups in heritage 

conservation, as they "remain largely anonymous from 

heritage conservation policy and practice" (Azevedo, 

2012). Likewise, the role of heritage within the youth 

sector is overlooked, with organizations viewing heritage 

as an abstract concept rather than a fundamental aspect 

to be included in youth work (CPI, 2015). 

Heritage is a living, dialogic process rather than a 

collection of artifacts (Smith, 2006). Heritage can be an 

empowering vehicle through which young people can 

construct identities, participate in civic life, and reshape 

tradition in forms resonant with their lives. Culture can be 

a powerful force shaping identity in early adolescence and 

emerging adulthood (Crocetti & Meeus, 2014) and fosters 

good mental health (Fancourt & Finn, 2019). Engaging 

Figure 2: This infographic challenges traditional heritage 
decision-making and proposes a shift: from top-down 
authority to youth-driven action, empowering those 
affectedτespecially young peopleτto shape and 
protect their cultural heritage. 
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young people as co-actors in interpreting and maintaining heritage empowers them as 

custodians of culture and also helps heritage relate to people across generations, which can 

be beneficial for them (Pillemer et al., 2022). Cultural heritage is not old buildings and 

museums, it is about who we are, where we come from, what we exist for, and how we 

construct our future. It is more bricks and mortar, it is a group of stories, artwork, human 

beings and areas that reveal to a community who it is. Heritage is not the pastτit's about 

YOU, your rights and how you make it a part of today. 

 

3.2 Heritage Buildings: Preserving Architectural Legacy 

 

3.2.1 What Defines a 

Heritage Building? 
Heritage buildings at a 

first glance, can be 

mistaken just for old 

buildings. However they 

are symbols of history, 

identity, and culture of a society. These buildings tell 

stories of the past and serve as a bridge between 

generations (Jokilehto, 1999). According to UNESCO 

(1972), heritage buildings hold "outstanding universal 

value" and contribute to cultural diversity, historical 

awareness, and community identity. But how does a 

building become "heritage"?  

Under the guidelines of the UNESCO World Heritage 

Convention (1972) a building must fulfill at least one of 

several key criteria that range from representing a major 

stage in human history, showcasing a distinctive 

architectural style, or bearing special cultural or social 

importance (See infographic).  

While official criteria (e.g., UNESCO or ICOMOS) offer 

practical guidelines for recognizing heritage sites, this 

module encourages individual participation and 

emphasizes local significance by involving people who 

live there. A building's design, material, or style may 

point toward a particular historical period, but the 

sentiments, traditions and shared habits associated with 

itτneighbourhood festivities, eventsτare what can lend 

Figure 3:An overview of UNESCO-inspired criteria 
for defining heritage buildings, highlighting 
cultural, architectural, historical, and social 
valuesτfrom creative genius and technical 
excellence to traditions, testimonies, and 
universal significance. 
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a special meaning beyond bricks and mortar both in a personal but also in a community 

level. 

The module enforces youth to play an active role in deciding what is significant enough to 

be conserved,  through the encouragement of collecting historical but also personal and 

collective perspectives using the digital data recording form. This procedure enriches both 

the physical and emotional aspects of heritage for current and future generations and 

makes it relatable. The documentation of the physical and emotional significance of 

buildings contributes to the sense of identity and continuity that makes them worth 

protecting and sets youth in the forefront of preservation.   

3.2.2 Threats to Heritage Buildings 
Since 1964 in the "Venice  Charter" , the International 

Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) has raised 

concerns that many heritage buildings are at risk due to 

urbanization, climate change, and neglect. Further 

challenges to the preservation of historic structures 

include uncontrolled tourism, insufficient funding, 

inadequate legislative protections, pollution, and natural 

disasters (Pendlebury, Townshend, & Gilroy, 2004; 

Veldpaus, Pereira Roders, & Colenbrander, 2013).  

Safeguarding heritage buildings is not limited to their 

restoration, it involves proactive planning, community 

engagement, and sustainable conservation measures to 

maintain both the material and the intangible aspects of 

each site (Feilden & Jokilehto, 1998). Hence, heritage 

conservation is not restricted to institutional 

responsibility but extends and requires community 

involvement since sustainable management is necessary 

(ICOMOS, 1964). 

In this way, you and your peers can become important 

actors in cultural heritage, by using your curiosity, 

creativity, enthusiasm and perspectives on what is 

important to the preservation process. This module will 

provide you with the needed skills and knowledge to help 

you document heritage buildings by collecting, organizing, 

and sharing valuable information (e.g. threats they face), 

ensuring local history remains relevant but also actively 

shaping the future of these sites. This dynamic 

engagement ensures that local history is preserved, 

empowering communities and fostering a sense of shared 

cultural identity in an ever-changing world. 
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Figure 4: This infographic identifies key 
threats to historic buildingsτranging from 
urbanization and neglect to climate 
change, poor funding, and youth non-
involvementτunderscoring the urgent 
need for protective action and inclusive 
engagement. 
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3.3 Documenting Heritage: Techniques and Digital Tools 
 

3.3.1 Why is Documentation Important? 

The documentation of historic structures traces its roots to ancient civilizations such as 

Mesopotamia and Egypt, as it can be seen in clay tablets and hieroglyphic inscriptions (Zahi, 

2006). These early forms of documentation served to record achievements, preserve 

memory, and transmit knowledge across generations. The practice gains new significance 

for purposes of conservation especially after World War II (Jokilekto, 2002). By recording 

these sites, future generations could preserve not only physical artifacts but also the 

intangible cultural values associated with them (Jokilekto, 2002). The documentation of 

heritage buildings  άƛǘ is usually the most fundamental and crucial process that can affect 

and facilitate any required procedures to preserve heritage buildings for the next 

generations or enhance their performance in order to enable them to achieve their current 

or future functionsέ έ όYƘŀƭƛƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нлнмύ. 

Heritage documentation is seen as the systematic collection and archiving of tangible and 

intangible elements of historic structures and environments. Its purpose is to supply 

accurate information that will enable correct conservation, monitoring and maintenance for 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǊǘŜŦŀŎǘέ όYƘŀƭƛƭ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ нлнмΤ 5ƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ нлмтύΦ 

In the context of endangered buildings, it is not just an administrative task-it is the lifeline 

that connects past, present, and future generations. First and foremost, effective 

documentation needs to provide all the information needed for both the daily care and 

long-term management of historic structures. By recording essential information related to 

the buildings such as architectural features, materials, conditions, and usage, 

documentation ensures that stewards of heritage sites will have the needed information to 

ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

or emergency interventions, precise records empower stakeholders to act swiftly and 

appropriately (Hamamcioglu-Turan & Akbaylar, 2011; RecorDIM Task Group 16, 2007). 

Beyond its practical functions, documentation leads to a deeper appreciation and 

understanding of historic structures to the public. When young people, visitors, and local 

communities research about stories, finding drawings, taking photographs, and discovering 

maps that can capture the uniqueness of a site, they can develop a stronger emotional 

connection to the heritage around them. This understanding is crucial, as appreciation often 

sparks the commitment that is needed to advocate for protection and conservation 

(EAMENA, 2021). 

In addition, accurate documentation plays a crucial role in identifying the significance of a 

building and informing appropriate conservation strategies. Without a clear documentation 

of what makes a building valuable, whether it is its craftsmanship, historical context, or 
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cultural symbolism, there is a risk that preservation efforts may being misguided or 

incomplete. In cases where heritage sites suffer from alteration, neglect, or even 

destruction, documentation becomes even more important. It offers a detailed account that 

supports decisions related to reconstruction or restoration, ensuring that interventions 

remain faithful to the spirit and authenticity of the original structure (Hamamcioglu-Turan & 

Akbaylar, 2011; RecorDIM Task Group 16, 2007). 

Additionally, recording can become a mean of protection against loss. In a world where 

cultural heritage sites are threatened from urban development, natural disasters, or 

conflict, documenting endangered buildings is all too frequently the only means of ensuring 

their remembrance. In case that physical preservation will no longer feasible, complete 

documentation enables parts of such buildings-architectural details, cultural significance, 

historical importance-to live on in archives, exhibitions, and educational programs 

(RecorDIM Task Group 16, 2007; EAMENA, 2021). 

Lastly, documentation plays a greater intellectual role. By merging knowledge from various 

sites, historians, architects, and researchers learn from earlier times, cultural 

transformations, and ordinary living conditions throughout various ages (Khali, Abbas, & 

Hassan, 2021). With such shared knowledge, the past still informs present identities and 

future aspirations. 

In summary, documentation is not just documenting buildings; it is ensuring that the 

histories that they document, safeguarding the knowledge that they embody, and allowing 

the next generations to build on their heritage (RecorDIM Task Group 16, 2007; Khali et al., 

2021). 

In the context of heritage conservation, documentation serves several key purposes: 

ǒ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 

intervention, ensuring that any restoration work can be faithful to the original as 

much as possible (Feilden & Jokilehto, 1998). 

ǒ helps identify and prioritize conservation needs, leading to informed decision-

making and more efficient resource allocation (Letellier, Schmid, & LeBlanc, 2007).  

ǒ can have educational value, if younger generations can access and engage with their 

cultural heritage even if the physical structures themselves are no longer intact. 

The involvement of youth in documentation efforts is critical. The purpose is not only to 

pass down technical skills but also a deeper sense of cultural responsibility. Youth 

participation helps bridge the gap between past and future, fostering a new generation of 

heritage advocates who can continue to preserve and protect the legacy of historic 

buildings. 
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3.3.2 Modern Heritage Documentation Methods 
In recent years, the development of 

cutting-edge digital technologies has 

revolutionised  heritage documentation. 

Innovations such as three-dimensional 

laser scanning and photogrammetry 

(Remondino, 2011; Apollonio et al., 2017), 

drone imaging (Hanke & Ebrahim, 2017), 

GIS mapping (Ioannides et al., 2018), 

augmented and virtual reality(Bekele et al., 

2018), Cloud-based platforms (Delgado & 

Vassiliades, 2015) have transformed the 

way we record and preserve historical 

sites. 

Despite the many advantages, digital 

documentation has limitations, including 

high costs, the need for technical 

expertise, data preservation challenges, 

and ethical concerns related to privacy 

(Remondino, 2011; Hanke & Ebrahim, 

2017; Delgado & Vassiliades, 2015). Most 

of the challenges are related to 

accessibility issues, especially to non-

experts.  

This module introduces the use of the 

digital data recording form, a simple tool, 

that combines both traditional and 

modern techniques, ensuring 

comprehensive heritage documentation, 

and most importantly, community 

participation. Crowdsourcing initiatives 

allow local communities to contribute 

narratives, images, and location data, 

making heritage records more inclusive 

(Simon et al., 2019).  

The democratization of heritage 

documentation strengthens engagement 

while enhancing the depth and accuracy of 

historical records. 

 

Figure 5: This infographic presents five key methods for 
documenting heritageτranging from laser scanning and drone 
imaging to GIS mapping, immersive technologies, and cloud 
platformsτhighlighting how digital tools safeguard cultural 
memory. 
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3.4 Introduction to the Digital Recording Form 
 

3.4.1 What is the Digital Recording Form? 
 

 

Figure 6: Figure 6 The purpose of the digital recording form is to systematically capture, processs, and preserve information 
related to heritage buildings. 

The Digital Recording Form is an essential tool for standardized documentation of heritage 

buildings. It was created by Citizens in Power to streamline the documentation process by 

integrating both traditional and modern techniques. This structured tool is designed to 

capture, analyze, and preserve heritage information, ensuring a systematic approach to 

conservation. The digital recording form serves as a structured tool to systematically 

document heritage buildings. It includes key sections that ensure accurate data collection 

for preservation and research purposes. The form captures essential aspects such as 

building identification, architectural details, historical context, ownership, accessibility, and 

photographic documentation. 
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3.4.2 Key Sections of the Digital Recording Form 
 

Each section of the Digital Recording Form is structured to ensure comprehensive and 

systematic documentation. Below are the key sections, instructions for completing them, 

and useful tips, tricks, and resources to assist with accurate data entry. The form captures 

essential aspects such as building identification, architectural details, historical context, 

ownership, accessibility, and photographic documentation. 

The digital recording form is most effective when used during on-site fieldwork, where 

participants can observe and document building features in real-time. This submodule 

emphasizes preparation, practical application, and the integration of mobile technology to 

optimize data collection processes. 

Before field visits, participants are encouraged to prepare by conducting preliminary 

research on the targeted heritage site and ensuring their devices are equipped with the 

ArchTech mobile application. Preparation also involves downloading offline templates of the 

digital recording form to mitigate connectivity issues in remote locations (Hassani, 2015). 

During fieldwork, participants focus on observing and recording key architectural details, 

including dimensions, materials, and structural conditions. Using tools such as laser 

measurers and mobile cameras, they can enhance the accuracy of their entries. Ioannides & 

Quak (2014) emphasize the importance of real-time synchronization in mobile applications, 

which allows users to upload data directly to cloud storage for collaborative analysis. 

To facilitate teamwork, this module encourages participants to adopt specific roles, such as 

photographer, recorder, or validator, ensuring efficient workflow. Collaborative 

documentation not only enhances data quality but also fosters a sense of shared 

responsibility among participants (European Commission, 2018). 

The hands-on nature of this submodule enables participants to apply their theoretical 

understanding in a practical setting, bridging the gap between digital tools and heritage 

documentation practices. 
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DIGITAL RECORDING FORM TEMPLATE 

Building Identification 

   

This section focuses on identifying the building by recording its name, location (including 

GPS coordinates), and unique identification code. Geotagging capabilities within digital tools 

help in real-time mapping of heritage sites. 

Code: Assign a unique identification code using the format country 

initials_number 

 

Tip: Ensure consistency in code formatting across all records to avoid duplication. 

Resource: Consult the International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 

documentation guidelines. 

Name: Enter the official name of the property                

 

Tip: Cross-check with historical records or maps to verify the official name. 

Resource: Use databases such as the UNESCO World Heritage List or local government 

archives. 

Address: Provide full location details, including street, city, and country 

 

Tip: Use GPS coordinates for precise geolocation, especially in rural areas. 

Resource: Utilize Google Maps, OpenStreetMap, or the National Geographic Database. 

Architectural Details 

    

This section documents the key architectural elements and materials of the property, 

ensuring accurate classification and preservation efforts. 

Typology: Select the original use classification of the property (e.g., 

residential, religious, commercial) 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.openstreetmap.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/maps/
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Tip: If unsure, consult historical sources or local experts for verification. 

Resource: Refer to A History of Architecture by Spiro Kostof or The Getty Vocabulary 

Program. 

Date of Construction: Indicate the year the building was completed 

 

Tip: When the exact date is unknown, estimate based on architectural style and historical 

context. 

Resource: Use The Buildings of England series by Nikolaus Pevsner or municipal records. 

Style of Architecture: Classify the architectural style (e.g., Gothic, Baroque, 

Modernist) 

 

Tip: Compare with architectural guides or consult an architect for precise classification. 

Resource: Consult A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia Savage McAlester or The 

Victoria & Albert Museum's Architectural Styles Guide. 

Architect: Document the name(s) and background of the architect(s) involved 

 

Tip: If not readily available, check archival records, old permits, or local historical societies. 

Resource: Use the Dictionary of Architects or the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS). 

Historical Context 
   

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

associations, and usage changes over time. 

Temporal Context: Describe significant historical events that influenced the 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Tip: Look for local narratives or news archives to enhance contextual accuracy. 

Resource: The British Library Digital Collections or The Oxford Handbook of Cities in World 

History. 

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/
https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/architectural-styles-101
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/architectural-styles-101
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/
https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/digital-collections
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Uses Over Time: Record the various functions of the property from its 

creation to the present day 

Tip: Use old photographs, newspapers, or interviews with locals to track usage changes. 

Resource: Check local newspapers via Chronicling America (Library of Congress) or The 

National Archives. 

Collective Memory: Capture traditions, stories, or cultural associations linked 

to the property 

Tip: Engage with the local community to gather oral histories and folklore. 

Resource: Memory and Architecture by Eleni Bastea and the Oral History Review journal. 

Ownership & Accessibility 
     

Understanding ownership and access rights is critical for heritage management and public 

engagement. 

Ownership: Identify the current owner or managing entity of the property 

 

Tip: Confirm details with land registry records or municipal offices. 

Resource: Consult the National Land Registry or government cadastre databases. 

Accessibility: Specify whether the property is publicly accessible and note any 

restrictions 

     

Tip: Verify on-site and check official tourism or government websites. 

Resource: UNESCO Accessibility Reports and local tourism boards. 

Policy Features 
    

This section ensures that the property is evaluated for its heritage status and protection 

under relevant policies. 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://academic.oup.com/ohr
https://landregistry.gov.uk/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/accessibility/
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Heritage Scheduling: Indicate whether the property is protected under local, 

national, or international heritage policies 

Tip: Consult heritage conservation lists or contact relevant authorities for updates. 

Resource: Use The Venice Charter (1964) here and The Burra Charter (Australia ICOMOS) 

here. 

World Heritage Status: Confirm if the property is a UNESCO World Heritage 

site or part of such a site 

Tip: Cross-check with ¦b9{/hΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ or national heritage organizations. 

Photographic Documentation 

    

Photographic records provide crucial visual evidence to support written documentation. 

Photographic Documentation: Attach at least one contemporary photo and 

name it according to the assigned code 

Tip: Capture images from multiple angles and ensure proper lighting to highlight 

architectural details. 

Resource: Photographing Architecture and Interiors by Julius Shulman and Google Arts & 

/ǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.icomos.org/charters/venice_e.pdf
https://australia.icomos.org/publications/burra-charter-practice-notes/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
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Summary and Review 
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CHAPTER 4: Activities and Exercises 
 

 

To enhance learning, this chapter presents engaging, hands-on activities that allow youth 

participants to apply their knowledge in meaningful ways. These activities emphasize 

interaction, creativity, and collaboration to encourage active participation and skill 

retention, aligning with the module's objectives of enhancing documentation skills, 

promoting digital literacy, and fostering community engagement in heritage conservation. 
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