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Built heritage is much more than historic buildings and monuments. It represents the physical 

traces of our shared history, culture, traditions, and identity, connecting past generations with 

present and future communities. From grand public buildings and theatres to industrial 

landmarks and forgotten neighbourhood treasures, built heritage tells the story of how societies 

have evolved and reminds us of the people, ideas, and events that shaped Europe. 

However, many remarkable buildings remain overlooked because they are less famous than iconic 

landmarks. Without public awareness and appreciation, these hidden architectural gems risk 

neglect, deterioration, or even disappearance. Engaging young people in discovering and 

documenting these places is therefore essential for their long-term preservation. When youth 

understand the cultural and historical value of their local heritage, they become active 

ambassadors for its protection, contributing to more sustainable and inclusive approaches to 

heritage conservation. 

The ARCHTECH:Empowering Youth to Rediscover Europe's Architectural Legacy project 

embraces this vision by combining cultural heritage with digital innovation. Through the Buildings 

Alert! application, young people are encouraged to explore their cities, discover lesser-known 

buildings, and learn about the stories hidden behind their façades. The application transforms 

heritage exploration into an interactive experience, using digital narratives to make history more 

accessible, engaging, and relevant for younger generations. 

Across the partnership, 60 digital narratives have been created, each highlighting an important 

but often overlooked architectural site. Here is a small preview of what users can discover through 

the app. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Greece: The Apollo Theatre (Syros) 

 

Located in the heart of Ermoupoli on the island of Syros, the Apollo Theatre is one of Greece's 

finest examples of 19th-century architecture. Inspired by Italy's renowned opera houses, this 

elegant theatre has served as a cultural landmark for generations. Its digital narrative reveals how 

the building became a symbol of the island's artistic life and why it continues to play a central role 

in preserving local cultural identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spain: Pasaje Lodares 

 

Often regarded as one of Spain's most beautiful shopping arcades, Pasaje Lodares in Albacete 

combines Modernist architecture with early twentieth-century urban design. Beneath its 

impressive glass roof and ornate ironwork lies the story of a city embracing progress while 

preserving architectural elegance. The narrative showcases how commercial spaces can also 

become cultural landmarks. 

Cyprus: The Old Carob Mill 

 



Behind Limassol's Medieval Castle stands the Old Carob Mill, a remarkable example of Cyprus' 

industrial heritage. Once central to the island's carob trade, the restored building now serves as 

a vibrant cultural venue. Its story demonstrates how historic industrial buildings can be 

successfully revitalised while maintaining their historical significance and strengthening local 

cultural life. 

France: Les Machines de l'Île 

 

One of Nantes' most innovative cultural attractions, Les Machines de l'Île transforms a former 

shipyard into a world of creativity inspired by Jules Verne and Leonardo da Vinci. This unique site 

illustrates how industrial heritage can be reimagined through art, engineering, and technology, 

creating new opportunities for cultural participation while preserving the memory of the city's 

industrial past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Malta: Palazzo Ferreria 

 

Standing at the entrance to Valletta, Palazzo Ferreria reflects Malta's rich architectural and 

historical influences. Built during the British period on the site of the former armoury of the 

Knights of St John, the palace blends neoclassical and Victorian styles into one distinctive 

landmark. Through its digital narrative, users discover how the building has evolved alongside 

Malta's history while remaining an integral part of the city's urban identity. 

These five stories represent only a glimpse of what the Buildings Alert! application offers. By 

encouraging young people to explore lesser-known monuments, ARCHTECH helps transform 

curiosity into awareness and awareness into action. Every building documented, every story 

discovered, and every digital narrative shared contributes to safeguarding Europe's rich 

architectural heritage, ensuring that even its hidden gems continue to inspire future generations. 
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